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by Joan Andersen
The year 2017 turned out to be another
great season for roses. Weather is always
interesting, but the season ended with
many weeks of weather perfect for
growing roses, and many plants kept
ﬂowering well into fall. In October, the
weather gradually cooled down with
days in the 40s that allowed the roses to
harden oﬀ. Once the forecast looked too
cold for tender plants, the roses were
cut back to 10” and the rice hull mulch
was removed. Mulch had been applied
to each plant to cover the graft/root
zone out to the drip line. This year a
diﬀerent product called Mississippi
Topsoil (made in Cold Spring, MN) was
used instead of compost. Deb Keiser,
Rose Specialist, observed that this
product has been used in other areas of
the Gardens and has proved to have no
weed seeds plus it contains slow release
nutrients that roses love. On November 8,

staﬀ began installing construction
blankets for winter protection. Blankets
are put on Virginia Clemens and the
upper test rose gardens because most
of the plants in those areas must have
winter cover.
Because most growers want to grow
plants that don’t require constant
spraying to keep the foliage healthy,
rose breeders are emphasizing disease
resistance when new roses are chosen
to be put on the market. The famous
‘Knockout’ series of roses from Will
Radler set a new standard for clean
foliage, and there are more roses being
developed that have ‘Knockout’ parentage.
Meilland Roses from France is also
hybridizing for disease resistant foliage.
Some of Deb’s favorite plants from Star
Roses in 2017: ‘Canyon Road’ (Meilland)
is a bushy ﬂoribunda that is 3-1/2’ x 21/2’ with unusual brick red, very double
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blooms that are borne in clusters. It
grew fast and bloomed all the time. It is
more wide than tall so it is a great plant
for ﬁlling in a sunny space.
‘Gilded Sun’ (Meilland) is a tall ﬂoribunda
that can grow up to 5’ with rich golden
yellow double blooms that grow in
clusters. It grows on its own roots. In
2017 it grew fast and got quite tall and
was loaded with ﬂowers.
‘Shining Moment’ (Radler) is a bushy
ﬂoribunda that grows up to 4-1/2’ with
bright pink double ﬂowers that could
be described as iridescent, plus it is
slightly fragrant. It grows on its own
roots and is rated for zones 5-9. This
rose will beneﬁt from some winter
protection, but since it is on its own
roots it should come back even if the
canes die back to the ground.
‘Mother of Pearl’ (Meilland) is a tall
grandiﬂora with elegant apricot/salmon
pink blooms with a hybrid tea shape.
It will grow about 4’ x 2’ and is slightly
fragrant. It bloomed very well in the
Gardens in 2017.
‘Candy Cane Cocktail’ (Meilland/Radler)
is a ﬂoribunda with blooms described as
multicolored—no two are exactly alike.
Flowers are white or pale pink with
darker pink edges and they are very
double. The plant grows on its own
roots. In the Gardens it produced long
arching canes with many ﬂowers.
As roses are gradually replaced,
emphasis will continue to be on
disease-resistant cultivars. Rose
gardeners watch for problems and
apply pesticides only when absolutely
necessary—choosing the safest product
to do the job. It is very diﬃcult to ﬁnd a
time to use pesticides in a public garden
because visitors are always there.
Another beneﬁt of growing diseaseresistant cultivars is to the bees,
butterﬂies, and other pollinators that
visit the ﬂowers and depend on them
for pollen and nectar.

What’s Up in the Gardens End of the Season,
continued from page 1
Impatiens ‘Bounce Pink Flame’ is very
resistant to downy mildew, a fungal
disease that has infected regular
impatiens so that they can no longer be
planted in the Gardens. It has wonderful
bicolor hot pink blossoms that seem to
glow. It grows 10-24” with a similar
spread. ‘Bounce’ will thrive and bloom
in shade, but will take sun if it is well
watered.
Angelonia ‘Angelface’ pink and blue is
a reliable annual that produces ﬂower
spikes all summer long. It tolerates
cooler weather but really loves summer
heat. Angelonia grows 18-24” or 18-30”
tall, depending on the color. New ﬂower
spikes cover the old stems, so deadheading is not necessary.
Supertunia ‘Giant Pink’ is a vigorous
petunia covered with hot pink ﬂowers.
It grows only 6-12“ tall but it will trail
for up to 36” so it works well as a “spiller”
in hanging baskets or tall containers.
It can also be grown in the garden and
makes an excellent plant at the front
of a bed because it is low and bushy.
Gomphrena ‘Forest Pink’ is an airy plant
growing up to 24-26” tall. The deep pink
ﬂowers are globe shaped and are on
long stems above the foliage so this
plant mixes well with others. It looks
nice in ﬂower beds and containers.
Argyranthemum ‘Double Yellow’ has
bold bright yellow daisy ﬂowers and
grows 10-14” x 12-14”. It likes both
gardens and containers and will do
well even if the weather is cool.
Salvia ‘Magic Wand’ was developed
by crossing a wild species with a salvia
farinacea. This plant has an upright habit
and produces tall blue ﬂower spikes. It
can grow 2-4’ tall so it looks great in the

garden or a large container. Flowers
last a long time, but an occasional
dead-heading will encourage more
blooms.Salvia ‘Saucy Wine’ has
burgundy purple ﬂower spikes over
nice green foliage. It will grow and
bloom all season and will reach a height
of 2-3’ with similar width. Grow it in a
large container or in a garden bed.
Begonia ‘Go Go’ is a tuberous begonia
suited to containers and gardens. It is
a compact plant only 8-18” x 8-18” but
produces very large ﬂowers in shades of
yellow, orange, apricot, red, rose, pink,
and white. This is an excellent shade
plant in moist, well-drained soil. Avoid
hot sun or the leaves may scorch.
Hypoestes is also known as polka dot
plant because the leaves are covered in
spots or dots. This plant comes in color
combinations of green/white, green/pink,
and red/green. Recent cultivars have
been introduced that have deeper

colors. It is so reliable that it is used as
an edger in many areas in Munsinger
Gardens because it always grows well.
It has a mounded form and the colorful
leaves look great even though the plant
does not ﬂower. It likes part sun and will
tolerate heat and dry weather.
Begonias and impatiens are more
tender but many of the plants on this
list of favorites will grow well into fall.
It is necessary to remove annuals while
the seasonal garden staﬀ is still working
and it is sad to pull annuals that are still
looking beautiful. But, the garden beds
must be cleaned up for winter by the
end of October. Straw is put over newly
planted perennials, tropical plants are
moved back to the greenhouse, and
the water system and fountains are shut
down for the winter. The ﬁnal day for
seasonal gardeners was November 9.
It was a wonderful season, and plans are
well underway for the gardens of 2018.
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Using Water Responsibly in the Home Landscape
by Joan Andersen, Stearns County Extension Master Gardener
Those of us who love to grow plants, trees, and shrubs and
maintain a nice lawn are faced with a lot of questions. How
do we achieve the results we hope for without spending
more time and money than we want to spend? University
of Minnesota Extension Educators have created a place with
answers to your questions on the Extension Yard and Garden
website. The program is called “Water Wisely” and it is designed
to help homeowners do a better job of using water in the
landscape and still have their plants look good. It can be
found here: http://z.umn.edu/waterwise.
Even though we live in the “Land of 10,000 Lakes” (and lots
of rivers, ponds, swamps, and bogs!) and usually receive
adequate rainfall, we still need to use that water in the best
possible way. It is possible that Minnesota’s weather may be
aﬀected by climate change and that we will see more weather
extremes in terms of temperature and precipitation. A lot of
treated drinking water is used on lawns and gardens, so it pays
to conserve. If you live on a city water system, you pay for the
water you use. Even if you have a well, you still pay to pump
the water out of the ground. In either case, water is not an
endless resource.
All homeowners should understand the importance of knowing
their yard and growing conditions. Your soil type, soil pH, and
the amount of sun the site receives are very important when
selecting plants. A soil test should be done. The test will tell
you the soil type, pH, and soil texture. Compost should be
added to sandy soil to improve water retention, and to clay
soil to improve drainage and allow air to get to the roots.
Pay attention to microclimates that exist on your site—some
places may be very hot and others may be cool and damp.
I have found that the plant will tell you if it is happy or not. If
something needs water all the time, the site may be too hot or
sunny. If the plant is ﬂopping over or looking like it is going to
rot, it is in a site with too much water or poor drainage for that
plant. Fortunately, some plants prefer hot and dry and some
like their roots very damp, so there is a plant for just about
every condition.
The University has a plant selection tool that can help the
homeowner choose plants that are likely to do well in a site
without a lot of extra care. It is called “Plant Elements of
Design” and it can be found here: http://landscapeplants.
extension.umn.edu. Use this interactive site to help you choose
plants that will grow in your area and speciﬁc conditions.
Perennials should be grown in conditions they like, based on

sun and shade, size, and amount of water needed so you are
not watering all the time or ﬁnding that the plant just does not
thrive. If you do want to grow plants that need more water,
group them together close to a water source to make it easier
to water. Plants that prefer drier conditions can be planted
farther away.
It is especially important to choose the right trees and shrubs
for a site, since they live a long time and are diﬃcult to remove.
Proper planting and care of trees is very important until they
are fully established. Depending on the size of the new tree,
it may need supplemental water for up to 7 years during dry
periods, until the tree is fully established.
Use soaker hoses for perennial beds and vegetable gardens
whenever possible. The water goes exactly where you want
it and is not hitting the leaves or evaporating into the air.
Shrubs and trees should be watered in the root area out to
the dripline. Most plants are better oﬀ if their leaves stay
dry—it reduces the chance of fungal diseases. Another thing
you can do is use rain barrels or buckets to collect rainwater.
Containers and garden plants really beneﬁt from rainwater
because the pH is neutral. Apply mulch to perennial beds to
retain moisture, reduce weeds, and moderate soil temperature.
If applying mulch around trees, keep it away from the trunks
of the trees. Mulch around trees should be shaped like
doughnuts, not cones. If you have mulch piled up around
the trunks of your trees, pull it away.
A lot of water is applied to lawns, so it is important to water
correctly. Apply water early in the day when it is not hot or
windy, and water deeply to encourage deep healthy roots.
Then wait for the soil to begin to dry out before watering
again. If you have a sprinkler system, add a rain sensor so
sprinklers won’t run when it is raining outside. Or, start the
sprinklers manually only when water is needed. Check to see
that the sprinklers are watering the lawn evenly and adjust the
heads as needed. Also, make sure that you are not watering
the driveway or some other area of your yard that does not
need water. Water needs are aﬀected by your soil type. A soil
test can tell you what the soil conditions are under that layer
of grass. Sandy soils need more water than poorly drained clay
soils. Avoid cutting the lawn too short. It is tempting to do that
so you don’t have to mow so often, but short grass means
short roots and the grass will suﬀer in hot dry weather.
Paying attention to proper watering practices will give you a
healthy lawn, trees, and gardens while conserving a precious
water resource and saving money on your water bill.
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by Idella Moberg
In winter it snows here in Minnesota. Snow falls upon us in
many diﬀerent forms. We talk about snow. We tell stories
about snow. We’re proud of our snow. Sometimes we’re afraid
of it. Sometimes we’re sick of it. Here are a few thoughts and
observations I have about snow.
Snow Flakes. No two are exactly alike. A snow ﬂake is formed
when a dust particle in the atmosphere attracts super-cooled
cloud water droplets which freeze into a crystal form. Six
points characterize the shape of a snow ﬂake. They resemble
lace doilies—or rather is it that lace doilies resemble snow
ﬂakes? They fall from the sky and cover everything in sight.
Trillions of them. They cover everything with teeny tiny icy
lace. Children and other people make paper snow ﬂakes with
scissors. Get some paper. Fold it. Cut it along the folded edges.
Open it up. See the pretty snow ﬂake you’ve made. Hang it on
your Christmas tree and on your windows.
A picture memory: A ﬁrst snowfall comes into focus. Big
feather ﬂakes wafting down, in no hurry to end their ﬂoating
fall. Two small boys squeal with delight and run here and
there catching them. In their hands, on their sleeves, on their
noses and tongues. At last with a sort of ballet spin the boys
ﬂop down ﬂat on their backs and watch the snow begin to
cover them as though they are the ground.
Smiling faces of Elaine and Ramona appear in my mind. One is
seventy something. One is in her eighties. They stand an arm’s
length apart in ﬂuﬀy snow over four feet deep. With arms
spread wide they count—one, two, three—and together they
free fall backwards onto the snow. Then they ﬂap their arms
and legs to make angels in the snow.
We often drive through wind and snow. We were starting
home from the lake one winter as snow ﬂurries whirled and
swirled in gusty wind across ﬁelds and open spaces. As we
drove, the wind picked up, blowing snow across the road and
straight at the windshield. We couldn’t see. By the time we
came to Mora the wind had reached blizzard speed. The road
disappeared into swirling whiteness. Temperatures dropped
below zero. We couldn’t see the road, or the ditch, or other
cars on the road. We drove by memory, mostly, to the Mora
Motel and checked into the last available. Lucky us, lucky us,
we say. We won’t freeze to death or blow away today. We’ll sit
it out, we say, watch TV until the weather clears. We turn on
the television and discover a buzzing snow storm on the
screen. So we’ll talk and tell stories until we’re too tired not to
sleep on the ﬂeabag squeaky bed.

I’ve driven undaunted through every kind of winter weather,
but I swear that sleet and freezing rain are going to do me in
one of these days. The last time I drove through freezing rain I
was on the freeway in the Cities. My windshield wipers
smeared wet icy snow across my windshield. The air was
smeared with wet icy snow. Going south on I-694, the road
veers east and becomes I-494. At this bend in the road cars
were sliding oﬀ the road and into the ditch. I am driving fast.
Too fast to make the turn. I’m sliding right toward a highway
patrol man. He stands there as though this will prevent me
from colliding with him and all the cars in the ditch. But I’m
going to take him with me and slide onto the growing pile of
vehicles. Pump the brakes down up down up. Rock the
steering wheel back and forth. In slow motion I slide too fast to
stop. The patrol man and I lock eyes in mortal contact.
Suddenly, through no skillful driving by me, inches away from
hitting the unmoving man, my car turns ever so nicely around
the curve, and I continue on my way.
I love being snowed in. I don’t mind shoveling the driveway.
Someone else can shovel the roof. Making snowmen is fun.
And snow houses. And having a snowball ﬁght. I admire the
snow sculptures in Ely. A good snow cover is good for the
garden. But at the end of winter, when the snow gets old,
yellow, gray, I’m happy to see it go.
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Using Water Responsibly in the Home Landscape
by Joan Andersen, Stearns County Extension Master Gardener
Those of us who love to grow plants, trees, and shrubs and
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found here: http://z.umn.edu/waterwise.
Even though we live in the “Land of 10,000 Lakes” (and lots
of rivers, ponds, swamps, and bogs!) and usually receive
adequate rainfall, we still need to use that water in the best
possible way. It is possible that Minnesota’s weather may be
aﬀected by climate change and that we will see more weather
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to conserve. If you live on a city water system, you pay for the
water you use. Even if you have a well, you still pay to pump
the water out of the ground. In either case, water is not an
endless resource.
All homeowners should understand the importance of knowing
their yard and growing conditions. Your soil type, soil pH, and
the amount of sun the site receives are very important when
selecting plants. A soil test should be done. The test will tell
you the soil type, pH, and soil texture. Compost should be
added to sandy soil to improve water retention, and to clay
soil to improve drainage and allow air to get to the roots.
Pay attention to microclimates that exist on your site—some
places may be very hot and others may be cool and damp.
I have found that the plant will tell you if it is happy or not. If
something needs water all the time, the site may be too hot or
sunny. If the plant is ﬂopping over or looking like it is going to
rot, it is in a site with too much water or poor drainage for that
plant. Fortunately, some plants prefer hot and dry and some
like their roots very damp, so there is a plant for just about
every condition.
The University has a plant selection tool that can help the
homeowner choose plants that are likely to do well in a site
without a lot of extra care. It is called “Plant Elements of
Design” and it can be found here: http://landscapeplants.
extension.umn.edu. Use this interactive site to help you choose
plants that will grow in your area and speciﬁc conditions.
Perennials should be grown in conditions they like, based on

sun and shade, size, and amount of water needed so you are
not watering all the time or ﬁnding that the plant just does not
thrive. If you do want to grow plants that need more water,
group them together close to a water source to make it easier
to water. Plants that prefer drier conditions can be planted
farther away.
It is especially important to choose the right trees and shrubs
for a site, since they live a long time and are diﬃcult to remove.
Proper planting and care of trees is very important until they
are fully established. Depending on the size of the new tree,
it may need supplemental water for up to 7 years during dry
periods, until the tree is fully established.
Use soaker hoses for perennial beds and vegetable gardens
whenever possible. The water goes exactly where you want
it and is not hitting the leaves or evaporating into the air.
Shrubs and trees should be watered in the root area out to
the dripline. Most plants are better oﬀ if their leaves stay
dry—it reduces the chance of fungal diseases. Another thing
you can do is use rain barrels or buckets to collect rainwater.
Containers and garden plants really beneﬁt from rainwater
because the pH is neutral. Apply mulch to perennial beds to
retain moisture, reduce weeds, and moderate soil temperature.
If applying mulch around trees, keep it away from the trunks
of the trees. Mulch around trees should be shaped like
doughnuts, not cones. If you have mulch piled up around
the trunks of your trees, pull it away.
A lot of water is applied to lawns, so it is important to water
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sprinklers won’t run when it is raining outside. Or, start the
sprinklers manually only when water is needed. Check to see
that the sprinklers are watering the lawn evenly and adjust the
heads as needed. Also, make sure that you are not watering
the driveway or some other area of your yard that does not
need water. Water needs are aﬀected by your soil type. A soil
test can tell you what the soil conditions are under that layer
of grass. Sandy soils need more water than poorly drained clay
soils. Avoid cutting the lawn too short. It is tempting to do that
so you don’t have to mow so often, but short grass means
short roots and the grass will suﬀer in hot dry weather.
Paying attention to proper watering practices will give you a
healthy lawn, trees, and gardens while conserving a precious
water resource and saving money on your water bill.
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grew fast and bloomed all the time. It is
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protection, but since it is on its own
roots it should come back even if the
canes die back to the ground.
‘Mother of Pearl’ (Meilland) is a tall
grandiﬂora with elegant apricot/salmon
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is a ﬂoribunda with blooms described as
multicolored—no two are exactly alike.
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roots. In the Gardens it produced long
arching canes with many ﬂowers.
As roses are gradually replaced,
emphasis will continue to be on
disease-resistant cultivars. Rose
gardeners watch for problems and
apply pesticides only when absolutely
necessary—choosing the safest product
to do the job. It is very diﬃcult to ﬁnd a
time to use pesticides in a public garden
because visitors are always there.
Another beneﬁt of growing diseaseresistant cultivars is to the bees,
butterﬂies, and other pollinators that
visit the ﬂowers and depend on them
for pollen and nectar.
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Impatiens ‘Bounce Pink Flame’ is very
resistant to downy mildew, a fungal
disease that has infected regular
impatiens so that they can no longer be
planted in the Gardens. It has wonderful
bicolor hot pink blossoms that seem to
glow. It grows 10-24” with a similar
spread. ‘Bounce’ will thrive and bloom
in shade, but will take sun if it is well
watered.
Angelonia ‘Angelface’ pink and blue is
a reliable annual that produces ﬂower
spikes all summer long. It tolerates
cooler weather but really loves summer
heat. Angelonia grows 18-24” or 18-30”
tall, depending on the color. New ﬂower
spikes cover the old stems, so deadheading is not necessary.
Supertunia ‘Giant Pink’ is a vigorous
petunia covered with hot pink ﬂowers.
It grows only 6-12“ tall but it will trail
for up to 36” so it works well as a “spiller”
in hanging baskets or tall containers.
It can also be grown in the garden and
makes an excellent plant at the front
of a bed because it is low and bushy.
Gomphrena ‘Forest Pink’ is an airy plant
growing up to 24-26” tall. The deep pink
ﬂowers are globe shaped and are on
long stems above the foliage so this
plant mixes well with others. It looks
nice in ﬂower beds and containers.
Argyranthemum ‘Double Yellow’ has
bold bright yellow daisy ﬂowers and
grows 10-14” x 12-14”. It likes both
gardens and containers and will do
well even if the weather is cool.
Salvia ‘Magic Wand’ was developed
by crossing a wild species with a salvia
farinacea. This plant has an upright habit
and produces tall blue ﬂower spikes. It
can grow 2-4’ tall so it looks great in the

garden or a large container. Flowers
last a long time, but an occasional
dead-heading will encourage more
blooms.Salvia ‘Saucy Wine’ has
burgundy purple ﬂower spikes over
nice green foliage. It will grow and
bloom all season and will reach a height
of 2-3’ with similar width. Grow it in a
large container or in a garden bed.
Begonia ‘Go Go’ is a tuberous begonia
suited to containers and gardens. It is
a compact plant only 8-18” x 8-18” but
produces very large ﬂowers in shades of
yellow, orange, apricot, red, rose, pink,
and white. This is an excellent shade
plant in moist, well-drained soil. Avoid
hot sun or the leaves may scorch.
Hypoestes is also known as polka dot
plant because the leaves are covered in
spots or dots. This plant comes in color
combinations of green/white, green/pink,
and red/green. Recent cultivars have
been introduced that have deeper

colors. It is so reliable that it is used as
an edger in many areas in Munsinger
Gardens because it always grows well.
It has a mounded form and the colorful
leaves look great even though the plant
does not ﬂower. It likes part sun and will
tolerate heat and dry weather.
Begonias and impatiens are more
tender but many of the plants on this
list of favorites will grow well into fall.
It is necessary to remove annuals while
the seasonal garden staﬀ is still working
and it is sad to pull annuals that are still
looking beautiful. But, the garden beds
must be cleaned up for winter by the
end of October. Straw is put over newly
planted perennials, tropical plants are
moved back to the greenhouse, and
the water system and fountains are shut
down for the winter. The ﬁnal day for
seasonal gardeners was November 9.
It was a wonderful season, and plans are
well underway for the gardens of 2018.

